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President’s Message
Leena Mishra

Namaskar!

Once again, it's Utkarsha Time, but this is the last Utkarsha for our team. We didn't realize how
quickly time passed, and now it's time for our team to say goodbye to Utkarsha.

During our tenure we concentrated on clear Communication, Process improvement and
Streamlining the Operation of Convention. We came up with the idea of a "A Trip to The
Memory Lane" to help us stay connected with OSA’s history and remind everyone of the
contributions made by past office bearers and members.We made every effort to ensure the
timely submission of BOG meeting minutes, thoroughly capturing all relevant information for
future reference. Our goal was also to provide members ample opportunity to stay informed
about the current business and address any concerns by following up on the minutes when
necessary. Additionally, we established the OSA PRO team to manage OSA's external
communications. We visited chapters like NY/NJ, Carolinas, Florida in addition to Washington
DC, Chicago, Minnesota and OSA-Southwest.

We focused on raising awareness about the proper use of the OSA logo and created OSA
document templates for consistent communication. In addition to resolving the FL chapter
election, we worked with all chapters to emphasize the importance of conducting OSA chapter
elections on time and familiarize them with the chapter election process. We updated the
convention and award guidelines with the latest information. We organized an extra virtual
happy hour for all chapter officials alongside the regular BOG meetings to discuss other chapter
and OSA related issues. Training was provided to chapter officials, and we held separate
meetings with chapter secretaries and treasurers to help them maintain accurate financial
records for OSA. We also added liability insurance for all OSA office bearers and ensured that
each chapter treasurer is an OSA member. Membership database, Communication forum and
distribution list were cleaned up and updated.OSA’s It infrastructure was updated and a
centralized convention website was created. A special BOG area was created for members to
access BOG-related information. We also discussed creating a standardized process for
awarding volunteer hours to students.
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In addition, we aimed to raise awareness that the OSA convention is an annual event primarily
dedicated to discussing OSA's business for the year. The cultural and intellectual activities
surrounding the convention are meant to strengthen the bonds among members during this
time. We communicated frequently with members and host chapters to explain various
processes related to the convention, emphasizing that all chapters are equal stakeholders and
the convention does not belong to any one chapter. In addition, we integrated the convention
registration process with the OSA membership database to ensure seamless membership
validation and the addition of new members.

Lastly, the OSA election committee conducted the election for the term 2023-2025. The election
committee declared the following candidates won uncontested for their respective posts for the
term 2025-2027.

- Mr. Nageswar Rajanala - President (OSA NY NJ Chapter)

- Mr. Utkal Nayak - Vice President (OSA Washington DC Chapter)
- Ms. Snigdha Hota - Secretary (OSA Washington DC Chapter)

- Mr. Sanjeeb Rout - Treasurer (OSA Carolinas Chapter)

With this, we bid farewell to the final edition of OSA Utkarsha for the 2023-2025 term. Thank
you,
Leena Mishra



Message from OSA Vice President

Sarada Kanta Panda

Namaskar,

First of all, wishing you all Happy Holi, upcoming Odia New year & Utkala Dibasa. | take this
opportunity to thank you for your continued support of the OSA executive team for the last 20
months.

Our upcoming 56th annual OSA Convention to be held in DFW Metroplex in TX from July 3rd
through July 5th, 2025. OSA South-West Chapter is actively working with its volunteer members
to host another great convention. So far more 425 families have registered and it is growing. |
am taking this opportunity to invite you all to attend this Convention to enjoy amongst ourselves,
our friendship, our culture and our heritage.

Registration for the 2025 OSA Convention will close early this year due to the huge number of
participants. Please visit the convention site to learn more at_

https://osa2025.0saconventions.orq/

Starting in 2024, the convention website has been hosted within OSA’s domain. Starting the
2025 convention the membership validation is integrated with the Convention website real-time.
This will eliminate manual updates of membership data between these two sites. Also, it will
eliminate manual reconciliation and update of new members for membership databases after
the convention. This will help the OSA and Convention team tremendously.

Our Award committee is working to get the nominations to award some of our fellow members
who have achieved tremendous success in their lives and it should be our pleasure to recognize
them. So, | request you all to nominate your fellow members and check it out at_

https://www.odishasociety.ora/awards/ for more information
OSA regular activities are in full swing as usual with Chapter events, Chapter Elections, weekly

EC meetings, monthly BOG meetings, convention meetings, etc. We are also working tirelessly
on streamlining many of the OSA processes, Guidelines, etc.

Regards Sarada VP, OSA


https://osa2025.osaconventions.org/
https://www.odishasociety.org/awards/

Secretary Report

Santwana Dash
Secretary, OSA

Namaskar,

Greetings to all the members of the OSA Family. It has been 20 months since | took office as the
Secretary of our organization. Throughout this journey, my team and | cherish numerous
memorable moments.

After assuming office, | worked diligently on setting up official email accounts for all officials and
committee members to streamline communication. While some emails were already in place,
others had to be created. We have requested all leaders to use their official OSA email accounts
for communication purposes.

The OSAnet email distribution list has been updated with members' registered email IDs. As per
the announcement, OSA retains only the email ID used for convention registration, which is also
linked to member logins. The email addresses have been updated in both the OSAnet and OSA
all members' distribution lists.

Ensuring the accuracy of personal details in the membership directory remains the responsibility
of all the members. We send periodic reminders for updates—some members update their details
independently, while others request assistance, which we accommodate accordingly. Every
month with the OSA Treasurer, | validate membership payments and update the membership
records accordingly. To enhance communication at the chapter level, | have created chapter-
specific email distribution lists and shared them with respective Chapter Presidents for effective
use. | will continue updating these manually until the end of my tenure.
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The Southern Chapter’s election is scheduled to take place at the end of March and the new
Southern Chapter officials will be announced. Canada Chapter election has been done and the
new officials will take office from April 20th. The Rocky Mountain Chapter election is in process.

As part of our continuous efforts to engage our members, we have maintained the “Trip to Memory
Lane” initiative, which has now reached 20 episodes. BOG meeting minutes have been shared
with members and updated on the website as well. With the effort of OSA editors Utkarsha, the
guarterly magazine of OSA has been published within the time frame.

“Akhyara Mala” a unique seminar was hosted by the effort of our OSA literature committee. The
primary objective of this seminar was to educate members on Odia typing in digital format, making
it easier for them to type Odia characters efficiently. We hosted a Member Interaction Meeting
where we tried our best of our ability to answer some queries of our esteemed members. With
that, we hosted another session focused on membership growth. We reached out to expired
members, those nearing expiration, and registered individuals who are not yet members via email.
Additionally, we requested all Chapter Presidents to circulate the message within their respective
chapters to reach prospective members, address their queries, and encourage them to join OSA.

| remain committed to serving the organization to the best of my abilities and ensuring effective
communication and membership engagement.

Thank you to all the OSA members for your support and cooperation.



Editorial
The Circle of Life

Hello and Namaskar to all the readers of Utkarsha. We are glad to thank all the excellent Utkarsha
poets,writers, and different chapter presidents for extending their love and support. This spring
edition is our last publication for the current editorial team. Every ending is a beautiful new
beginning. It's a lovely journey with all of you. Utkarsha is a monument and continues to influence
OSA members. Many members give their love and affection to Utkarsha. We found many noble
thoughts, kindness, and writers' excellence in the last two years. We also have lost some precious
OSA members.

The theme for this spring edition is "The circle of life." Everything continuously flows with time.
Nobody stops and waits for anyone. Similarly, Utkarsha has embarked on with time.

Utkarsha is a beautiful journey for all our Odias living in the United States and Canada, whose
destination is an endless journey.They all have oneness, unity, perfection, and affection, which
makes them limitless. Utkarsha is a beautiful circle where all writers and poets are equally taking
love and affection. In this circle, you can start anywhere.

In this Universe, everything is connected to a circle. We are interconnected from birth to death by
a circle. In many circumstances, it has given us many significant memories. But Life is never a
straight line—day after day, month after month, and year after year. Everything goes with time.
Many rulers rule this earth, and many leaders are guiding this earth, but nobody forever. It only
leaves a variety of experiences and their footprints, sweet or bitter. Life is always an ever-changing
process by nature.

Our love, actions, and emotions are interconnected in this world. Years are ending, and another
year is coming. There is no beginning and no endpoint.

Utkarsha is a living magnet that attracts OSA members' creativity. Utkarsha will continue its
journey in future with new hands. But it only changes the cycle—our love and respect with
Utkarsha. We are lucky to have connected in this ocean of Utkarsha. We are thankful to all OSA
office bearers and OSA family members.

Surve Bhabantu Sukhinah

Thank you,
Chinmayee Devi,
On behalf of the Editorial Team



OSA Editorial Team

Chinmayee Devi Smita Suvadarsini Panda  Sumedha Jena
lllinois Georgia New Jersey
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Convener’s Message

Message from OSA 56" Annual Convention: Tapan Padhi
(Convener)

e Gearing Up for the 56th OSA Convention: Dallas OSA Volunteers in Full Swing
The excitement is building as the local Odia community in Dallas gears up to host the 56th
Annual Odisha Society of the Americas (OSA) Convention on July 3 at the Frisco Embassy
Suites Convention Center. With just a few months to go, preparations are in full swing, driven by
the tireless dedication and selfless service of hundreds of volunteers.

From cultural coordination to logistics management, seminar planning to community outreach,
the local Dallas Odias are pouring their hearts and souls into making this event a grand

success. Their collective efforts reflect a spirit of unity and pride, 4@, (21°Q2,@, Q]ﬂf&“ as they
come together to celebrate Odia heritage and strengthen community bonds.

e Business Symposium: Setting the Stage for Success
The convention will kick off with a Business Symposium on July 3, and preparations for this
prestigious event are in high gear. The symposium team is working round the clock to finalize
the lineup of speakers, panelists, and networking opportunities. Volunteers are busy
coordinating with successful entrepreneurs and professionals from across North America,
ensuring that the symposium becomes a platform for sharing ideas and fostering innovation.
Behind the scenes, teams are organizing presentation spaces, arranging audiovisual support,
and managing logistics to make sure everything runs smoothly. The focus is on creating an
atmosphere of collaboration and inspiration, with topics ranging from entrepreneurial success
stories to professional development.

e Cultural Programs: Curating an Unforgettable Experience
The cultural team is putting in countless hours to prepare a spectacular lineup of performances
that showcase the rich artistic heritage of Odisha. Dance troupes, musical ensembles, and
theater groups are rehearsing tirelessly to perfect their acts. Volunteers are meticulously
planning every detail—from costume coordination to stage setups and sound arrangements.
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To ensure a seamless experience, cultural coordinators are working closely with performers
from both the local community and other parts of North America. They are also busy designing
backdrops, setting up lighting effects, and coordinating with technical teams to create a truly
immersive atmosphere. The goal is to captivate the audience with performances that blend
tradition and modernity while celebrating Odisha’s artistic diversity.

Seminars and Workshops: Enlightening and Engaging

Parallel to the cultural festivities, preparations are underway to host a series of seminars and
workshops that will offer valuable insights into social, cultural, and professional topics. The
seminar planning team is working hard to secure thought leaders and experts who can share
their knowledge and inspire meaningful discussions.

Volunteers are coordinating speaker schedules, preparing presentation materials, and ensuring
that the technical setup is flawless. They are also actively curating topics that resonate with the
diaspora—ranging from preserving Odia traditions in modern times to leveraging technology for
community development. The team’s dedication to creating intellectually enriching sessions is
evident in their meticulous planning and coordination.

Logistics and Hospitality: Ensuring a Smooth Experience

Managing logistics for such a large-scale event is a daunting task, but the logistics team is
tackling it with enthusiasm and efficiency. From coordinating hotel bookings to managing
transportation and food arrangements, volunteers are leaving no stone unturned to ensure a
comfortable and welcoming experience for every guest.

The registration team is working tirelessly to process participant sign-ups and issue confirmation
details. Meanwhile, the hospitality volunteers are planning warm and traditional welcomes to
make guests feel at home from the moment they arrive. Their dedication reflects the genuine
warmth and hospitality that define Odia culture.

Outreach and Promotion: Building Excitement and Unity

Promoting an event of this magnitude requires consistent and widespread communication, and
the outreach team is doing just that. They are actively connecting with Odia families and
communities across North America through social media posts, email campaigns, and personal
outreach.

Volunteers are working on designing promotional materials, creating video snippets, and
gathering testimonials from past attendees to build excitement. The goal is not just to inform but
to inspire everyone to be part of this grand celebration of Odia culture and identity.

A Labor of Love and Dedication to celebrate 8gl, 2°G,A0&

With each passing day, the energy and enthusiasm among the volunteers are growing stronger.
The dedication of the local Dallas Odias is truly inspiring, as they balance their personal
commitments with the demanding tasks of organizing this landmark event.

The preparation for the 56th OSA Convention is not just about logistics and planning—it is a
labor of love, driven by the desire to bring the community together and celebrate their shared
heritage. As the countdown to July 3 continues, the spirit of collaboration and dedication shines
brightly, promising an unforgettable event that will leave lasting memories for all who attend.
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OSA Georgia Chapter

Chapter Report - Utkarsha Spring 2025 Edition

As spring blossoms, we're excited to share the report from the OSA Georgia chapter for the Spring
2025 edition. Now in our fifth year, our chapter has experienced its first executive leadership
transition. We continue to flourish thanks to the collaborative efforts of our members, whose
dedication and innovation remain the driving force behind our chapter's success. Below are the
list of events conducted in the last quarter and some of the upcoming events.

. OSA Georgia Steps Fitness Challenge 2024 (Nov 11th to Dec 8th 2024)

We had a superb Steps challenge over a period of 4 weeks. Each week the person with the
maximum steps was announced the winner of the week. The steps were tacked through the
fithess app. There was a healthy competition among the members and lots of conversation in our
WhatsApp groups during the competition. This event helped in a lot of community building.

Week 1 Winner : Bhabani Buxi Week 2 Winner : Pallavi Mohanty

Week 3 Winner : Shashibhushan Rath & Rashmi Tripathy Week 4 Winner : Sujaya Dash
Overall winner : Shashibhushan Rath

A cumulative of around 12 million steps were done by all participants over the period of 4
weeks.

A big thank you to the organizer of the event Soubhagya Rout. He always brings in similar
innovative ideas to the community.
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2. AVAHANA 2025 (January 18th , 2025)

This year was the year of Maha Kumbha Mela and we were lucky to be able to host the event
during this auspicious time. Our theme for this year was "Global peace through Spirituality”. We
were celebrating the event with a theme of Kumbha Mela , Prabhasi Bharatiya Dibasa held at
Bhubaneswar and Makara Sankranthi. During the event we had a very high quality of singers and
songs. Some of the songs even gave us goosebumps moments. We had wonderful spiritual
discourse by Swami Sarandananda ji and very useful Yoga asanas by our Yoga panelists Dr.
Rabindra Acharya and Shree Diganta Das. We even got to have a live stream from Maha Kumbha
Mela camp with some useful information from researchers.

Lot of hard work was involved to make this event a success. The team had started planning the
event before Dec 15th. Lots of coordination with singers, guest speakers, getting material for
Kumbha mela, Prabhasi Bharatiya Divasa, releasing teasers etc. Even our kids helped with their
beautiful art work and showed us what they are learning at Barnabodha Sikhyalaya. Although it
is a virtual event, it was more hard work than an in person event.

The whole event was captured in the YouTube links.
https://www.youtube.com/live/SZAubrVpLT87?si=sTglziT9s5U6DBna

5 s 5 Chanting by Georgia members Avahana Chanting
0SA Georgia invites you to Arpita Patnaik, Georgia Kala thakura
Sujata Acharya, Georgia Bada natkhat hai re Krishna kanehiya
AVAHANA 2025 o s 7o St e S o e
., Global peace through spirituality e s e e
® "\ SATURDAY 18TH JANUARY, 5:30PM EST ONWARDS Dr. Rabindra Acharya & Dr. Diganta Dash  Yoga for stress relief & mental clority: A Panel discussion
v -l YOOA BY KIDS AND ADULTS . o pesce v spitusity by Sl Shwarninte
- % _—:\ 1 2 Aditri Thokur, Georgia Satyam shivam sundarem
y + MAKARA SANKRANTI CELEBRATION Ashok Panigrahi, Connecticut Kotho bhogo khia mo chaka akhia
\S‘f\ I. ' g * REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATION 7:00pm to 8:30pm w,m.‘“bm ;:3:“ imhummwmk
By [~ « MAHA KUMBHA MELA Pravasi Bhoratiya Dibasa 2025 Celebrating the Indians abroad hosted by Odisha
- - Prasad Sastry, California An Astapadi from 6ita Gavinda: Dheera sameere Yamuna teere
LIVE O Z0OM AND YOUTUBE Spinitusl discourse by * PRABAS! BHARATIYA DIBASA Attt ¢
= SwaslEmransnandy; + DEVOTIONAL & PATRIOTIC SINGING BY As watan waten mere azoad rahe tu
e ARTISTS ACROSS THE GLOBE Kede Madhura Tuma Nama Rasa

100% FREE - OPEN T0 EVERYONE

[
mhmmm
Pravas! Bharatiya Divas
ﬁ“nnmb}ndmAdmrya
@/-'r( J

Yoga for stress relief & mental clarity: A Panel discussisﬁ
When: 5:30 pm EST on Saturday January 18th
ZOOM Link: https://tinyurl.com/OSAGA-AVAHANA2025

YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/OSAGA-YouTube

Meeting id : 822 1932 0303 =

3. % A G- Passcode : 319314 AR

s -
°

As mentioned earlier, this was the first time the executive committee baton was handed over to a
new team. So, we had a get together to show gratitude and appreciation to the past office bearers
who served the community for 4 years which included the difficult Pandemic years also. We had
more than 70 people who came together and shared the memories of the past 4 years. It was a
great evening of community building.


http://www.youtube.com/live/SZAubrVpLT8?si=sTgIziT9s5U6DBna
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Upcoming events :

. NDF 2025 (March 22nd)

Our chapter will be submitting 2 dramas for the NDF 2025. Both the dramas are novice
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concepts and the actors and technical team have worked hard over the past 2 months to bring
the drama from a concept to video.

. Kalyana Jyoti 2025 (March 22nd)
We will be having a tree plantation event on March 22nd. This will be part of the Kalyana Jyoti

initiative.

TR = AR NN il

OSA-GAINVITES PARTICIPATION IN)

KALYAN JYOTI

TREES ATLANTA %

o March 22,2025
z 5 09:00 AM -12:00 PM
Y

~ Grant Park- United/Delmar Ave

__ Together we Can, Together We Plant
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6. Utkala Dibasa 2025
Like every year, this year also Utkala Dibasa will be celebrated with great pomp and show.
Preparation is in full swing for one of our flagship events. Teams have started practicing for
different programs during the event. Several leads and volunteers are working to make this a
successful event in all departments. We have invited singers from Odisha to perform during the
event.

¢
Early bird expires on 3/31
at 11.59 pm

£z
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Odisha Society of New England
Chapter Report - Utkarsha Spring 2025 Edition

OSNE Chapter Report:

Odisha society of New England (OSNE) celebrated Maa Saraswati Puja, held at The Trinity
Church, Northborough on February 8th 2025. It was yet another successful and fun-filled
celebration organized by OSNE. It was great to see a lot of enthusiastic members joining in
despite an impending snow storm prediction. We were happy to see our regular members as well
as many new members who were welcomed into our OSNE family.

The event started off with Maa Saraswati’s puja , which was conducted by our very own member
Surya Tripathy. The puja also included the traditional ‘khadi chuan’ which was performed very
enthusiastically by our youngest members in expert guidance of their parents. Each participating
kid was presented with a notepad and a pen.The puja ended with Pushpanjali which was followed
by Prasad Sevan which included Kala Chana, Suji halwa, Chuda Ghasa, Boondi and fruits.

As the evening progressed it was time for our cultural line up where we provide a platform for all
our kids and grown ups alike to showcase their talents. The whole program line up was exceeded
by our youths who are always given enough opportunities to shine and lead. As usual there was
a great lineup of dance, vocals and instrumental performances followed by Osne updates given
by President Dillip Behera.

The evening ended with a delicious dinner spread which was home made food prepared with love
by our members which included traditional Dalma, Bhaja, Saga besara, paneer, khatta, Kanika,
puri, kheeri, Chhena poda, to name a few.

As usual this event too was meticulously planned keeping all the timelines in check and executed
perfectly by our executive team as well as our selfless volunteers who are an integral part of our
success.

The event was a huge success, both in terms of people engagement as well as time management.
We are already looking forward to the next upcoming event which is Utkal Diwas scheduled for
April 5th 2025.
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OSA Rocky Mountain - Colorado
a Chapter Report: Utkarsha 2025 Spring Edition

e
e
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OSARM Annual Cultural Event:

The Odisha Society of America (OSA), Rocky Mountain Chapter, is renowned for celebrating
and promoting Odisha's rich culture, traditions, and heritage through cultural events. In February
2025, we proudly organized the 9th edition of the Annual Cultural Event, which served as a
gathering point for the Odia community in the Rocky Mountain region, fostering unity and
cultural pride. It offers a platform for community members to showcase their talents, particularly
in traditional Indian art forms. The Rocky Mountain Annual Cultural Event plays a crucial role in
preserving and promoting Odia culture, fostering community among Odias, and introducing the
wider Indian community to Odisha's rich and diverse culture.

This year's event featured a variety of performances, including Odissi dance, Sambalpuri and
Chau dance, and traditional Odia music, offering both entertainment and education about
Odisha's cultural heritage. Performers from other Indian communities were also invited to
showcase their talents and learn about Odia culture. The event concluded with a fantastic
fashion show, a signature performance for many years. A standout feature of this year's event
was the "Master Of Ceremonies (MC)," whose engaging presence and ability to captivate the
audience added the icing on the cake. His dynamic interactions and seamless transitions made
the overall show feel like a well-choreographed play, enhancing the experience for all
attendees.

Overall, the meticulous planning and execution by our Volunteers were highly appreciated by
over 650 audience members, making the event a grand success.
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Ganesh Puja:

All OSARM members, along with members from various communities, celebrated Ganesh
Chaturthi at the Hindu Temple of Colorado. OSARM members prepared Prasad in the morning
and were able to serve approximately 650+ attendees from different communities. It was a

deeply devotional day, and everyone felt blessed to organize such a significant event at the
Temple.
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Diwali Celebration:
Diwali, also known as Deepavali, is a major festival celebrated in India and by Indian
communities worldwide. Diwali is indeed a special time for bringing communities together and
celebrating with loved ones. In the OSARM community, it is a cherished tradition where
members dress in traditional Indian attire and celebrate together as a family. The festivities
include a potluck with homemade, delicious food. Although fire restrictions prevented the use of
firecrackers, the main goal was to come together and celebrate as one OSARM family.
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OSA SW Chapter Updates : An invite to attend OSA-Convention-2025

Dear All. As you all know we will be hosting OSA Convention 2025 in
Dallas and we extend a special welcome to all OSA Family to attend and
be part of this to make it a memorable one for all of us. Many teams are
actively working proactively reaching out to you all and we need all your
help and participation to make it a grand success. We anticipate that this
will be a first time OSA Convention for many attendees here and all across
OSA Family and our Next Generation and Youth. We want it to be a
memorable Convention and seeking all your blessings and cooperation.

Convention Website: https://osa2025.0saconventions.org/

Attendees List: https://osa2025.0saconventions.org/attendee-list/
Registration: https://osa2025.0saconventions.org/osa-reqistration-form/
Cultural: https://osa2025.0saconventions.org/cultural/

Few Chapter events we conducted recently:

Jo@

(@IF RRIIR FIeE IR AR QI8 ALQ)

Jo@, 68 @RE-08¢ JIQ QPR LIS L9 | Jeha §o1% TR ALQ UGS
q, 909% 6Q YRR Q BEFI A°YER 6% 016Q QIS 62IRAYM | JAER IR
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6019918 REZ6R NI9° ARIRIQ AIRE 6ATIGFA AFIER AR Jada AR
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https://osa2025.osaconventions.org/
https://osa2025.osaconventions.org/attendee-list/
https://osa2025.osaconventions.org/osa-registration-form/

@ Q24 6Q FI0RE 9 @RIRIR, §I1R ALIAIG (ARCAICTIR), § Q2 (R
QAG), A YL (@] A°T1Q), 666D 6RINITRA (PRI AGR) & "YQ
AR AIRAG JRIRF @AULIRYRI | I18C1 @FE-ASE JIIQ ARIAG FQER
QARG § 291 8 A°YRRQ ARG YO, I9° AIFITR A6AINTF! AU AR
"geIdl goRl" AIedg 9eie @QULIRAMI | BG4l AYow 609 (6Ad) @ ARG
@. 691QIR ALIAIQ, 2UY €. IR TR 8 BF @FE-A8e §IgIQ ARIAG
2diQl FI9UQ JER JIe @R96m | 40Ex ATR ACIT6Q A6RRE Q AIAIYY 8
Q26910 088 | AT ATEAIT, ALIAY B 698 AR USRS |

A A

(QINSIR! - A YA ARG AFIGQ 661G~ ARY)

AQQI YRS Q TEF AYERER 6Q ALFOR FILIFE ARV RIFAURT € o,
9098 6Q AFAG 62ARYR | KA AT AINIGA & BV @P-AEA §Isl 6
PG Fo BL4I A°YESR 609 (BAd) CATQ AR FALIRAN | 3G Q
302 A9IQ 9AIQ, EAIRTASI 8 FRNQ ARG 67IATC KR IR ANFAR
Q6 | @4 §iF1 JQ QFLRIA {19, 6R62MI AIXR YA QEAE @I, Q41
QAR FAILQ Fi¢ 8 FIFQ ARELIT FRIRIAG 68D AGFER IR ARYI 2ICAUKS
PRCAYAHES UPRQ 4BB Q g9 AIINER FALIRYAI | FIFAUL (ARG ) agall
AAIFGITG ISR FAYER | AR 602 FRINALNEH 6T 6QRYER 62N
626m A4l G181 AR 4, A4 81 JIGRQ! RG], A4 €81 IR QX



32
A2IRd, I10QR AR A AER {i¢, CaN AR 2AFS AGR AIY, @ 691¢ 6
gQe QIR FRIIR G ACRQIAMIPER FERI AR |

ARRNAANIFFIQ IQEQTE BGE!, FPETIRR, ARR, AR, ARJFR B FRFLR
6R6RGE A°A1G 2R A 69101 FIRF AR AB FRFYRA IRl | AR
QUR A2AQ AR A°NG 8 ARIEYA FRQ RIS FEIRY6M IQ°
PRI JA°G RGEEM | BG4S A°YGR 6% IQ° BE4I 6AARE Q ¢
¢l Q 9AIR B 6AINTAG! IR IR Y6oRIq AN 26e Raad gardl
QRCIER | AINIFE ACNTR 6Q AGIRNNQ AT 6AT 6 6 ARL-64S GATQ
ARG .6919IR F12IAIE, ARG 9dR ARG 6 63T U .28 AIFR
geIdl BFANINER 2 a6l 8 FRIRQ Ales J6 g8 8 ARea 1R 69159
6RSIN FIRUQ JAIR 226N | AR-69E RUANAE Q¢ AIQ AIP G
6695101 QIQIRT 6962AI FlkI FIFQ SIS 60R ARG URYAQ
@SIRIEM | FIFUG 6Q JAATQ IR FRIQ 64T QIR "gRIA! 9268 Q&G
2 IQ-4A& Q 691G AN, FRINIQ G671 2P 2L RIS IR ARSI
cRIcRIRM! |



33

O

The Odisha Society Of The Americas OSA NYNJ PA _ Chapter Report

New York | New Jersey | Pennsylvania

Date From: December 2024 Date To: March 2025
OSA Activities During the period:
1 FITNESS DAY ORGANIZED BY OSA NYNJPA WOMENS FORUM

The Chapter Women’s Forum organized a Fitness Day on March 22", The motto was to spread
the word of fitness and togetherness. It was a medium intensity aerobics class conducted by our
own Nibedita Bal.

2. OSA NYNJPA ODIA MOVIE DAY

As part of the Govt of India's promotion of regional movies, we were able to bring one Odia
movie (Delivery Boy) to a theater in NJ on March 16. The movie show was attended by 270+
community members including Consul General, NY and Consul — Culture, NY. Members were
very happy to see an Odia movie at a local theatre with so much excitement for the first time.
We received very positive feedback on the arrangements as well as the movie itself.

BENOETTS

JAN
%ESHVAL

(G OF ANODW MOVIE-

NING
(N US FOR ASPECIAL SCREE!
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DEUVERY B8OY
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3. OOL ODIA SCHOOL “BIDYAMANDIARA” STUDENTS APPEAR FOR LEVEL-1 EXAM

The Chapter started the Odia School “BidyaMandira” based on the OSA Odia Learning initiative
last summer. The classes are conducted online every week with an in-person class every
month. The first batch of 12 students appeared for the Level-1 oral and written exams on Mar 2.
They all have successfully completed the Level-1 and have enrolled into Level-2 class now.

4. OSA PARTICIPATION IN THE NY TRAVEL AND ADVENTURE SHOW

The New York Travel & Adventure Show is where travel lovers come for travel inspiration,
expert information, and cultural interaction. Source: Travel Shows
https://search.app/xKyquxX3EUAWEQ1dn9

The Indian Consulate at NY participated in the event for the first time and partnered with OSA
NYNJPA to present the cultural show. OSA NYNJPA dancers performed Odissi Sambalpuri,
Rabindra Nritya, Manipuri, and Ghoomer dances. This was a great platform to showcase our
culture and heritage to a global audience.

OLUBAL BEAID DIAL
‘ - R ;
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~ GLOBAL BEATS STAGE

b

GLOBAL BEATS STAGE

5 MAA SARASWATI PUJA

The 2025 Saraswati Puja was organized at the Iskcon Temple of Central NJ, Plainfield, NJ and
attended by 200+ community members. The puja was conducted by our own Subhash
Mahapatra where he chanted and explained the mantras for everyone’s ease of understanding.
The puja was followed by coconut breaking by our community kids and Khadi Chhuan ritual for
our younger kids who were going to start their educational journey with Maa Saraswati’s
blessing. The Jajamans for this year were Anita Pradhan and Pradeep Biswal.

After puja, attendees were served with Bhoga consisting of Chuda Ghasa, Sev-Bundi, Khaja,
fruits and so many other items prepared by our community volunteers. The cultural program
consisting of Bhajans, Classical dances by our member kids were all well prepared and
mesmerizing.

The cultural programs were followed by lunch for which the temple kitchen prepared tasty
prasad which was enjoyed by all attendees. Below are some pictures from the event.



X-Mas Fund Raiser for Community Food Bank of New Jersey (CFBNJ)

For the past 10+ years volunteers from OSA NYNJPA families have gone to the CFBNJ center
at Hillside, NJ to help them in various food packaging activities. At OSA, we pride ourselves on
giving back to the community and every year before XMas volunteers organize a fundraising
event to raise funds so that we can send X-MAs dinner boxes to at least 50 families through
CFBNJ. During 2024 X-Mas our chapter volunteers generated a fund of $2500 which was sent
on time to the organization. Below are some pictures from the volunteering activities at the
CFBNJ center.
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OSA Odia Learning Team Report
Bigyani Das

Team Members: Sujata Patnaik, Chicago (Management Lead), Ullasini Sahoo - South East
(Tech Lead), Bigyani Das— Washington DC (Content Lead)

OOL Examination Test Coordination: Smita Panda

During the last OSA fiscal year (2023-2024), 4 levels of OOL learning were introduced. They
are:

1. Level 1 (Basic Odia Certificate) — (glaifie G6@el QI@@’G@G‘) Complete goals for chapters 1

and 2
2. Level 2 (Upper Primary Odia Certificate) — (2 glaifie 6g2l Qddeas) Complete additional

goals for chapters 3 and 4 (all goals of chapters 1-4)
3. Level 3 (Intermediate Odia Certificate) — (FIufi@ 6GeI AIGTeas) Complete additional goals

forchapters 5 and 6 (all goals of chapters 1-6)
4. Level 4 (Advanced Odia Certificate) — (219611 6@l Ql@@’G@G‘) Complete additional goals for

chapters 7 and 8 (all goals of chapters 1-8)

During 2024-2025 OSA fiscal year, OSA OOL App for Level 1 course was fully implemented.
The reference book for Level 1 was also published.

The students enrolled in the OSA OOL learning program were given access to the OOL App.
Students were also provided the OSA OOL book for reference. Students that opted for
appearing in the Level 1 OOL examination were given the opportunity to be trained for the
examination with sample test papers.

The criteria used for taking tests are in the following areas:
Reading

Writing

Speaking

Listening and Following Instructions

The tests were prepared on the knowledge of Odia alphabets, matra, simple sentence creation,
understanding the Odia meaning of several entities such as flowers, animals, numbers,
environment, directions, relationships, opposites, household items etc.

Level 1 examinations were held on the following days:

October 5, 2024
December 21, 2024
December 22,2024
January 25, 2025

The format of the examination included 20 questions in total, out of which, 10 questions required
written answers and 10 questions were for oral answers.
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In total, until now15 students have appeared in the Level 1 examination and most of the
students have scored well. We thank their parents for guiding them and providing
encouragement to learn Odia language.

On October 5th, 2024 two students from Odia Chatashali School (Director: Ullasini Sahu), OSA-
Carolinas chapter appeared for OOL Level-1 examination. They are:

Aarushi Kumar
Sharlav Das

On December 21, Saturday the examination was held from 2PM to 4PM EST.

Students that took the exam were from Barnabodha Shikhyalaya (Director: Smita Panda), GA.

They are:

Ritisha Bal

Jay Bal
Lopamudra Nayak
Sayantav Kar
Madhusmita Sethi
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On December 22", Sunday, following students appeared for the test. They are from Chatashali
Odia School, OSA Carolinas Chapter.

Chetna Das

Prayushi Khuntia
Adyasha Sharma
Ayushman Swain

On January 24, 2025, 4 students from Chicago Odia School appeared for the test. They are:
Reyansh Singh

Aniruddha Subudhi

Swayam Garnaik

Devvrat Khuntia

The OOL team also organized a discussion session with the children that appeared for the test
and their parents. We sought the inputs about the questions, the test taking environment and
about improvement areas.

The next Level 1 test will be offered in April 2025. Exact date and time will be announced soon
in various local and National OSA mediums.

We are currently working on completing materials for the Level 2 OOL test. OOL APP and the
study materials will be released by April 14, Pana Sankranti day.

Until now, around 85 students have subscribed to the OSA OOL App. Thank you, all the
subscribers.

For children interested to join the OSA OOL Odia learning program, attend classes, take tests,
get access to OOL App and study materials, please contact the following members.

Smita Panda, Barnabodha Shikhyalaya, GA (smita.panda@gmail.com)
Ullasini Sahu Kar, Chatashali School, NC (sahooullasini@amail.com)
Sujata Pattnaik, Chicago Odia School, IL (patnaiksujata@yahoo.com)



mailto:smita.panda@gmail.com
mailto:sahooullasini@gmail.com




QL8R AL

ged @
(2489, 6699)

QP Q60 TG @6,
&l gl G6@ F163!
FIERE 6¢1 671Q AW,
RED Jo 6% |

6714 RERI AL°RIQ L6,
Q2N ga RLIQ,
JRARL Fllg TR 167
RI68 @ Q6L ?
JeR 69IQ UQl TSR,
24! 28I Q@Y 9F,
Q169 629 621 A4 |

¢ 99 9 @V A,
RER 966 P64,
62 A2RQ!!
g4I 61l 98, 671IQ AR ?
QAR QOR §éivlg 94,
Q! 9 2R JI§ A4 |
UG @ A&eQ A,
doIQQ 691Q ARG ?

42



43
QA YA EQ QS AR,
Jaee aml A9 gI4,
AP AR AR °60 KGR 69,
62 Gge0! |
Q090! 601a AMI1R Jal,
Q2 A8 6ola 9fea |

98 QQINEQ TR 6RRM,

@ 910 JIRQ QY IS |

QgR 99Q, @l Q 6314, FASIA IR TR,
6006 FIRG? @RI gdQ ? 210Q6] 28 6711Q YIRS |
RN AT P64 6RIAM,
62 GQ80! !
Q641 6711Q QG
AQ I9Q QY 69,
28 6919 Q71 YRR |
QIR Tl 962 2IFAR! 968,
ARG T6@ ¢] FYQ NS |
1822 A3l !

Q661 IRl 6711Q AGRKL! |

QIR 9T ¢ RYQ AA1S,
64 Q71 JARL, 6 GF1 QK |
aqig
(QAQ G¢ 8 AQ F1RAQ 2R I9Q, ALY, @F VRV ARG 6Q |
69R0 691163 F19R 09! FALCIT A 99Q IGR)



@1Qa Q@
ACR! g

QNIRER BGEIEQ RELUY FTERQ
J@YM AFYL 6Glere 1 @2l
6T 8Q QY 6Q¢ 6SIRIGR AURYQ
QRY YRR 666 8 JGRIQ 661G
@QLlem KV 6 6QQ FAAY|
Q88IQ18 2l IR QTS QB 621
6TR6M PIRG TAT AGY 60
QIS Q! ARNQ @l Q@R
QINY YRAEQ GRS Q1e Y2l
QIERYAQ I LRIV
QAT 2ATQA AAAER

@6AIQIR @aal Q6Q

6QYM SR JEQ Q8

QY 9Q1Q QER IR

dIgl @ gade

Og6SINR RE0IQ LAY
Q6AIRNQ @8R FE6Q

géieim geeal AIeIa 94

JIgl @A S8 IS
QLR IR 99q

&R uel FYI 9R6Q

QQIcAIR 6TRAYN JAIESIR
RAYA UAPG YRR

QEYMI AR 691973 QIE

a4



A VGG B AAGR

a9 6696241899

QARYQ 1915 8 AL QAN
Po6M YRIET F6ad AIG|

QIR FIBIIQ AFIH QT T6Q
ICFIRRIER IR JIRERFER
QR Y9 FQ0 QORGI 95169
6Q% GG\ 620 VIR
204 IRl RS
AR QARG

REQ 6QIAPEQ L°AR LIG!
QSR @ GOQ 1 9199 9@

QAUAER B QAUAER KGR
USRI RUIRM 6964

AR AISLY F6Q64

ALY 6QEIRGE FAIRAE]
SUIE 6968 @G QLI

RUAGQ QUIEL6E ARSI et
91 @Q 6T SIREM 651162
3929 98 QF ae IR 950
JRIRGSN dfieg ATG

JREJR FRGEQ Gl 1 F1QQ
AEAIRH 9IS 6aRI ARG

45



€O QRS
AGAIT AIQID

F1oQ ALIKIG! AIEQ IS
6Q6Q 64 UVRS! 6060 6Q ARG

6960 G, 6960 ANYI, 6060 0, A0
6QE60 UWELIG!, 6266 A°6HId, 2R 6R6S o

6369Q FAL F19Q PARS!
AR G419 TS G191
QURFAICAR! GIq 6x161Q QIS
QUEH 6969 6391Q 26 F6SIIQ

6RIFIR FEIIQ AR OBRG!

AN Q4 6069 AER 6991Q 24

6R6Q BICRIRG 6R6Q 6AUANTS
ANGIR 62 UGAIG FGAIN 6R6G 9F

F199 fgda aeegd AR
6d19Q 2162 6263 24, 2RIV AR
I 99 AR QR

g9 R6Q 9ZRIQ ARIR 671IR

6@6Q ATRVIR FAF FHAER
6269 98 ITRBI6Q LIRS

46



6410Q JEEQ QISR
QAQEANIQ F16D 894 AAFIS

dQQ! 216 @A FLIERIEER
QIR 676G 96Q IR

6dlg] Al ACHIR AGUS AIKS
QLRIA UCAVICR ¢] Q62 AR

QI ROR FARA UK

QLR RIF 62AR ISl

AU K199 J1Q 968 A ARy
(@ 6969 IR @Q 24!l F|

68 Q@oM AR 6¢11L Al AQ
QA 1 9Q1Q, A2 62N 671IQ 6
2AB6Q FFAR ¢, 21D AT
FIRRR FAUIFS A6S Q1 JON RS

47






49

6¢ll dQ, 2] RN
SR QI

—
2R3 R (T 8 AJLI6Q 6J6C6R6R 64 AT @EigmI, 6IEFERER GIQ ¢JmY
25 Q7 Rl | 6A6REER AIRFAIER AFIRYER, “Q @ Il (AR, V6EREG

AT ARG Bgg I”

I3 AQQ 6QRSYR, “C] R AGTER YRR YT ? 2 GRLIG 6287 QI FIF
? 6Q1Q @ 661l TR 686061 B2 69YAANE CIQ *RRI FIE | 626/ 969
BG4S 6FAQI FlI6G 6RYQ PRI QAR AR 6TAR 1”

Aeq AG 6ARAU 621 | R T ALY 6T AIAER AM 6UERERER
BG4I AIRYMI, I, 691RQ IEARRAEOR 6Q6RE | &I Og I @ QM
609 @12l | ag0 Qeadl a9 | 2eeq annigealN | 6915 821g
6RYQ, GIE6Q §aITR @QQ; & 640 9@ B2 9@ @ 2RI, 6969 S
RIRG | 2ek TGN | Qldl, 691w TR 16 FIQ AR 62RIT |
A 6% Q' AR B2l 99Q RARIA QIR O FPAAIF B2 QG TIGER
AR FRER | 2R AGG AB AFAAIQ YT AR B2, A92Q & AR
6RIRORI | IR AR AG AFAUIQ YaF A0 B2, AR2Q & AAQ
CRIRARI | Qe @2l 62ml 62 TG QAIQUAIQ A0 NAIGFA AR QRE!1
gl GN@ 9AR6Q PR QIR F1 gl |



50
2R3 A2 Q8C ¢d | 969 P QLA 689 | FIQ FRQ 661G A°AIQ
629, JAQIQ 629, dmI 6261, AV QIdI 68Q | IFAG 6@60 @48 IY6Q
QAo |

621067 A2 QIR 6921 | YAJA A°AQ FIg VARNIET | AQ VURRRAS!E
A0 019 AR AR | @9 QelE TR 62 & B9 eI TR 624,
621168 47168 IRI JRQIa | 640 4068 AT | 62N AR
AT Q@ 1L gC AFIAB Q6LF | 21a A dnl 9.49R.%. AR A1I6Q
QY 629 | APg AG 66 caml |

QLI ORI} 62IR9M! | 61 QAL AQUIL Y] YFRISAR G QLA
QAQ Q¥ QAR 62ml | QI AQIQ MR LS TR 6Tl | AQ1 AR
Q2lge 6Q¢ G4 |

PR J6Q 64 A6Q 9AG AT 2IFRIS 62Rl | 6Q9IeE QI & QY
2R "2 6Q QTR | Y2AQ QU2 QAR ‘AURS’ B R2UQ Q12 QIR
‘AR’ |

1R 4@ FIRJQ FREQ JRIZE 62 | AT ATG 6Q69 UT AFS
“2IP Q" @R, “BUIFT AR AP 6R6R”, 6ACRERER ARl A°CTRIR XA
A8 6QQYMI, “6ARG! @ B71 AR, F6¢ FEYM, F6¢1 AR FAYR; 671l AR
@29, 2IF 99 FITQ g8 ? 7

202 2023 Q99M, “626M I69S G661 6711Q, ¢ 9719, 961 AGAT 2IAQ,
6Q0 6610Q 9§ 912 | A9l 991, GIZI 641, FI6R AR | AIel 671Q,
Qal 91, Fl6R A1 17



51
JICER @2l géiem 2ISAITe 62R86m | 626 A8 6QQ26R, “QlQl
2191, AN 2199, 9 2T, AQES A |7

GFIG @I6S 69 ARG AG6A 634 OF SRl | ANIF IR AL AF6Q
692, FRNEI B8 ARIR AR |

2ARSA @8 AF 6066 AQ Al6m | 62606aRg QAR AT G2 FRIRAQ
1AM | 6Q7IRE §2g6adq JIR, 67 JoQ 190! G
6QIedi6 60, ANACR FTEM, “I AAGT 6R6S LR 6298 @I Q19! |
2661 IFG 691G GRIAQ @éem 6QH6 GBI ?”

20l SRR | “YITQ @ 64 J6Q @ YR 622G | QIU6Q
P6ALI6R @ @8 @F U6Q R6nE R | 6I606ER IR AQ € AN AR
QTR | UAR AQQ QIF A1 2R | 2I6E QLR TR FIQGER AP D
@Q Qalaeg @&iel ?”

ARUCER FERR FINGER | AR I6Q F6x @8 0GR, 767 A AIR 63T
JRGG 969 6Q1R AR | 620 92 YGAAdTEa A9 28 6aId 6ol
| PEAF6R UARTC ARAN | 664 AIBQ @8 6@1d @nl | AQ 6aId6q
AR FIP QYR | SIQ 9ERI 694 I K681 2NN B 2ARNF6ER ARl
PEQIG AU 6Q6R, “IAE 6315 691G 6QId 696 @8 6295, G419
291 ReR; 0661 A1AQQ 69IgF6Q 2IeFdR 69aQIY” | ARal AIad
AR | QIU6Q 4.99.%. @ A |

260@ @°dIQ1 ARG QRGO ATQ 696w | ARR! ARRY AN, “G67
@6 R9R, ¢ SRR KA 17



52
202 KGR, “RIZQ 962 | 9671 966 UAR, BIL A R | 64 8I9g ©
gél QIQLIQ @R | LI FR6M, 64 KIQ Y&l 6776 6RId AIRIR |”

AR 6AIT R°AIF16R CAFEAR | ¥ 9T GG6Q AR QLN LS
QAFNIQ 2R QIR | FaT 2Q AR AF2G T6@ ARR ATR | T
0eq deod aml 8 QEIaMI, “I2J6Q 6¢1IQ AR CERAR QAFIER @4 2
? 62061 @°AIF I | QG Gl @19 | 9eeq alday 28 17

6QQQ Y60 AEG 62RIG | Rl @°dIRT QIF16Q QAR ILIAG TR |
64, G649 JRIg JER! | AFBQ @ UERRR! FIFl | AQ A6 IFE
Q2I6@ J2I6R AIRGIR | 61 ATL6Q 64 AR AR “2IT AR 6RIR
Q@R | FIQQ), 64 AR 6R9F RS @ QYR | A6 QII6R,
JRIAIER QUIER, U QL6 |

A0 699 ARSI @ER9ER 209 ©06a AR, AN G6r AQlg AT |
A0 21612 9R6en!, ¥R IR 64, 620/6Q 6R9R ARR 6%,
6QAIREA TRIAIER § 2F2Q AR 9P Qd 699 FFRAGER | JRIAE AR
QILIEQ Q@6 & 6JRG FIFQ AACAIM 6QANER AIRCRALYEM, I6Q
627167 62 AQ EARTEM | LRSI UGN A @& SRR |
dNIAIREQ AL 2IARQUG 62 Aog SIMTINI | 62 Y&l A6Q Q@M
6Qa% 203 |

A6 QIER 99 6aF18 ? YIS FIAI0IQ 2! ARG F6R, 6ARG!T L1
AZA6Q 1T | A F6RIRIS F669 KR AAS1Y AT AF6Q QFaN |
QAR ORTG AIRFER Fld IR F1R2RY ARIQ 2Q 69699 LIS
QIR FAULIRE | @F FRRILRER NAIG @8 Q6UR, URRIQ TR
6Q99Q 1RSI YR | F6AVGS RS I 6QG6Q I6S 9F 62 AFENS,



53
A gél FIGUIRLEQ K68l AR | G A6 & A 697G QIR URRIQ
QARG JIR TR 6991 QAR ATl F6R, ARR! AUCA Fell ARG
21§6M, URRIQ ALR1 ATG A°UR 6RNGEAR AR AAFS K2l A
RETEM, 6999 OR Rdal | e’ R0IQ T QERU6R, 64 QIR G FIQ
cQIReeRl |

@3 A9 Qo 2 |

233 REY6m ARG FIPQ FIP6RRAIB! | e & @K2I68, “URal, G6¢]
AR0IQ G60R AT6M F166 IANGRI AYE | 7160 AARIGR | ¢ 07 AR
GG YRR”, 606Q @al ANG 6212 | AR @ ARG gRaAN |
QIFOIQ QA6 QL Glg ANMIGRYMI | 626M 64T AR, AR KR
QPG QUEA 2V F6M, AR F6E ALRAQ @17 6718 I QI2lEa 26aR
QIERY Q2 REEM, 6ACREAER URRIQ F1Q F1:I F6QIRT 6LITR | 6QAQ
2E6I0l, QR TG QIR LG 621D Pl 64, 6886Q 6ACNH
JRIQ0IQ ARG 6RIRGIEM |

2ARR ARG 621Q FINTAQ LAY FGANE | QT IRANFER AR
@RAQ AR JOQUER FFQ VIARIY NESR AN @ TR RIFEQ AR
A6RI6AISN 62RI | YFRAITER GIQ J6FIHIR 62Rl | 6069 AT G6R
AGINIE KRS T6Q 96Q 33 QM AQ 7199 2IYE | 6QEREI6R AR 628,
2ARRIQ 21D 30 AN I1RIQ ARG | 73 ARRIG A 609 2IAG 69T,
PRI 9L QUEQ UATFR 18R 690T, FIg @ AR A7 @A ?

6@ 64 Fa%I Gl AR “6¢1l I 621R QBRI | 6R6REER G, 621G
2Igeen | @9 2T AUNWQ, UIHER AFUG 962 | 6R6REIER 6AFER



54
AQ ¢1- AUIYeelem | 6@IR0 60T 6RIRFIRS Pl 640 QIdIE AES
LIP IR QYRR QIR 9ade @d a6 |

6AQR gml IR | ARIR ARJAADRYA @Q LR JRIg 6UIRR!
FAYN 2GS | 626M TR RS ARIQ GI9 AT ARAIYRYR! | 692
600G BARA 6aml | AY AR ¢ R QAR | 2ACINA VI
AIYNIQQA 2E FI1g 69a6en | GI96a PR IR 6031l | 6036 6TQS!
6RRg I PIBAHIRIQ 6QUF 6RI0RER | 6460607 QIS ¢Ql | TN
g2 2QE @6 @M | AR Y 6HRNAIQ 6@, A4 QBT HLQEAMI |
QIBQ JL86m | UA3q 60R F6m | @L6M, ‘AN G6@ Geq U §Ag |
28R Q20Id @RUIRR | 2IAd OR A6 AN §Ieed 07"

QIR AIRYUQ LIBQ FEIRER, “I6Q A4 Y0 @LLR QE6R | QIR
Q@I 3Q Qgh | 2167 GlF AIEaVN6R agg | 98 ag 0] @,
606 AV ¥ @@ J6Q Qg JIRKIGER | @3 Gle JIF6Q 608 968 Q@
QeQ I”

QIRGR T6Q 6QIRYLAT | 2GR 6J6@ AQ 6TAMI, AAST 6070
JoRIgoml aIgeml | 6918 @9Ie IRl | QI 2l ARG el |
QEA6Q AT AR NI AR AIRYY AR 669 KARIQ AR |
QIUEQ 6RI0Q BEAG I ARIR 6RIFA QA 64 @, CIF 6QF A
IR 6LIRTRI | “@6¢1 ?”

‘@, ¢ | 969 el ATINI, 626R T6R RITIQ T CLAAANG ? 2R
RN KR!, G6¢1 6719, ¢] AR, ATRE AR 17



55
‘@691 21T, 963 ¢] OF 6LIATR | 69606967 F2AR, ARG K58, F67
64119, ¢ 9919, BFQ QIL 691IQ, 67IQ AT FAQ, AR TR |7

‘e 816 | @0 9d B ¢RI 97 adeq, Y AR Feaa dig QU G
2o Ga@IQl il 1

‘YIS IR 62IR | IR SIQY 6QQ8 ? @8 F69Y HIQY AR @R |
“Ql, 2R 9P 6 FlIQY 69T | YAQ SIRARR! A6 |
202 YIRS U6Q, FF 6UIR6R AR AR FINEA FAITT QR |

Q14 €8 QTR AVAR, GIF, AGRE 6AITI VE6Q YARIFTR 2UFQ AN
62la ARIQoR |

QIR 1T AT FQEIR, “QUGI, 7166 QAF &, ¢] AR 6R6R, 6FERTT ATG
62 6S1RQ 1”



56

AQQILE!

QM 6991, 36QK8, 6516

6966 AIRQ 0R4ll IRl QAR 2GS 62R 9@ 04 | AS 9T G
Q@I IRl 2RAIRYR! Feq 6HIF IR, AT ALIE G2 ALY, AR
2R 97172 86 RN 690 RELe Bl 7eq |

AIRCRI 62RAMI TN, FIFIPIER LRGN QOIALER 64 AR B Te|
BG4 Q10 9E°Al ARTRR | F6RUPYER 6AIRT, IRAT (6QURQ A1l),
2ARR1E, AL B2, AU, 691 FARNS AP AQ |

201 G AR, QUIFA QR @R, G, QARG A AIGF 6T
| QIR RIS AQ, FITER 24, G AR VLEQ FANFQ! | QA RRS AIHER
6912 6216 9R AT QY 2IAE AR AR | FITIF ATG 8IS AUER
QI 5I¢] G¢] 69IRUEE Gl FREQ |

(IR GIQ ALY A6R (GG | G6R 6QIRAR FlIRAT T8l 60R AR QK
J6TIREM, RFG6M T2 QIR T AL @ 2R 6AFT 8@ FYR | AR 841
JQ &6m | QDI REF 62 UIFYR 2R, (AR QEIN *LYI6A |

QERYACR TRRI6R6R 0FRT BRE1 FFARI | A6Q 6.Q.99 ATAQ 629
QIRAER 6919 6QRYRI | FIRAG 69ReT QY AL | IRARIE
CREFIQQ Ml AFRIE AL | TR 6RAGIER QR 6LATN F1Q, 6962IA 62Q
AN F1Q dgem ARG, AIIRNem U6 IRl Slpeiml | 662 6RIA6Q
22113, FoINI 9T A6HR 62Q I @ 60199600AQ LA, FIENR 6
RLTIR I6G ACKACERE | QIAl, 691R, AAF K2l UG 9T Q6L TSI |



57
AR6Q QUE BF4I QITIRYAI, YOI FRAGER AFRIE, B B0 A FFAER €]
2160 @G |

6946 FRAR Y ANEA FTIRI | FIRIPI F6Q FSIRI B 28919 QR ¥ AR |

oM AITER RIS | ASAIS 6 IR RIFEQ, AIGF 61REQ 2R FIREQ |
QI0Rd 62RI ALY, TR IR P6LR AR TS NIFYN A1 |
6R60RR Gl Agl, IR G 2R RILQ 9T, AT Q6 YUY 691
(2R UIGHY FAQ | 2R AR JEQ 6RIFEQ VIG 62ReR | EUICLIRI 61
6QE2lQl 94 AQ, O YA 2AQ REE | UILTUYER @ AR AXRIE | G
g4, 89, QLQ @8 16 FeRl QlF AINER | F6aY 69YeIN Gag IRRIER
| AIYOER Q2P @R, 601 92 JQ 602A UG QAQIY, ARR | QI8 TgaRI
e | YK 6IR6Q 4 6Q1Q 90 @R UM 2RR CAITIQ ORY AL,
AIRAY 68I2R G491 GG, 69T6Q RUIERT QIR | 69513 QI QIRIag
QIR ALY KNI | QY QRAGER QT YU TR 6228 | T6x
QR6Q AT AT PR FITQ IREQ 64 gRGD 2RI | F68 QLR
QTGRS 6291 ZIFQ AR FOAg FINALR | FIRQ 9! el 76w, AQQ
JQ 6Q 9@ 629, AUARA Je0 61 | Faq, 0e IJQ AR W6 69, Qg
NGE |

Q6Q JL0IQ 6R65AIY 696 QTS 64 RIGAITE | F6gAR, INFIRT
QAAIG 6QIQ 696dRIQ QTR 4 | RC)l Q41 RIF 6QRE FvIN 76w, AR
64 @MIIR Q9T, 601G Qe J6RARI 6RIRQ | FRAQ QIR BUlR
AF6R ARR AR TR | 6TAR 6977 6QYRI, A1, 697 TR BT
QRIS 631R 6Q6HIRE, IR 967 AIS IO 9T B RS 46 IR
AIGE | 99 AR RN B 98, Q4! |



58
QR2U6Q NAG @1 6060 LISl JIRS ¢l @R QACLRT, @8 GIQ QUEIC
IR 608 FAULIRAIEA | 6216 B2 AT AT *QeE 98I IR | B Q8!
@ 6099, 64 & AT 09 | TAT LIG6R 968 o7 & 69R QY
JERRAM! |

JQdll AIRAIA 6SIM IR ARG 6AITRT 6IAR, YA 2R RIS
FRIR USRI 1 JIQ IR QEAIRRI AT g @ LIGER 64T AR
JIR6Q e QIF Q16 AR FIR...A1...21...R00%R.....0l.....] ¥R AAAQ
62 M2 @6 QAAEM!, QY A FLYNI FIRR OR FER AARIA | 631 AR
6060 FOINT F198 A°gIF FAINEE G0 8AIQ A2 | @ 62 QOR, 969
SIPGE 62 G4l 60/ @9 | 2Q QG 64 2IFQ Gy | TR @
2d6oml QLY @Al 2966 | YYIQ IRIIE AIRgeRl 64 | 6Q1R HIRQ!
CEMIE QU 6LR......... AARAGR 6Q1Q &I QIR gl | 2SIl ANFIQ ARG
@A QIdl, 691Q 8 JLINT HIRAER AR 6REM |

QR Q9Q 2Rl ATA FRAIRE Al ©e6a | FSINT QUL I6Q BFE1 93N 99
FAGBA 9N IRIERANR FIRR | 699Q Gl AA €15 AFEQ Q1P VALV @R
QI ARTIR AIRE | 9 AIG FF6Q @8 260RE Gl 806Q, 7aq 6HIF AIRE |
19RQ 07 69100 LRUIAYM 6@ O] 64R0 Gl ¥19RQ 2R 696 Gl
2l2Igl 2o 62Q1q JIQE |

6RIRQ RIFA AN 6416 620 FGIM 4 9¢] JIR FIMER,” F1RRAIG 6711
QR 6RERFIER” ..o I

Q@16 QM| DIL1Q1YT R1LIS 6C16NC \’IQLIQGQ@Q ..... 1






MEET ME ON THE OTHER SIDE..

Meet me on the other side of the road,
Where | promise to be a hew person

| will be smiling more,

Stressing less

| will be loving more,

Judging less

| will be caring more,
With all my heart

I will be truthful,
Supporting more

| will be transparent,
And learn some more

| will leave my fears behind,
And let my soul unwind

I will cherish the silence,
Finding peace in the noise

I will listen deeply,

And speak with poise

Meet me on the other side of the road,
Where my soul and | stand bold and whole
Together we will rise, unshaken and clear
A fearless version of who | am meant to be.

Prachi Mohanty, Allen,Texas
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The Circle of life!!

Priya D. Palo

The Circle of life!!

This life is very beautiful indeed, sometimes we do not get all the meaningful changes
we see in life!!

Like a caterpillar, it starts changing its shape, size and color and turns into a beautiful
Butterfly.

Like plant life cycles include seed, dormancy, germination, growth, and flowering.

Like Chicken life cycle, it starts from egg, embryo, hatching and chic, Adult Chicken.
Like the Rain Lifecycle, it starts with collection, condensation, evaporation, Precipitation
Like the Human cycle, it starts from Conception, pregnancy, Childbirth, infancy, Toddler,
Teenage, Adulthood, Old age, Death .

We should use this life to nurture, care and utilize this life to spread happiness !!
Ultimately Life starts from a drop as an embryo and ends in ashes!!



Renewal
By: Sumedha Jena

the wounds that scarred you, they shan’t define

your worth and spirit will transcend in time

those prior ailments, though sharp their sting

have a gifted perspective, an altered view to bring.

like petals emerging, obstinate but pure

breaking through the gloom, your resilience clear

no bitter wind can destroy your drive to bloom

for in the depths of your being, indelible strength awaits.
with each fragile unfolding, reveals deeper beauty

the breaking has ruptured, your soul self-healed.

move ahead from the agony that once carried you captive.

your true self is crowned at the flowering rebirth.
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Reincarnations of Vishnu

By: Ayaan Mahapatra, 15 years
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Vishnu, one of the three primordial gods, is responsible for preservation and
balance. He often ensures that either mortal or immortal doesn’t destroy everything and
that things don’t get mass-produced. However, to solve problems on earth, he usually
had to become mortal, turning into the common 10 reincarnations across different
Yugas(periods). Here is some information on them.

The 1st Avatar was Matsya, the Giant fish, who appeared in the Satya Yuga (the
golden age). What happened is that there was a big flood, making Vishnu want the
human race to continue, transforming into a fish, no smaller than a leaf. He then
appeared in King Manu’s (the 1st human) and asked Manu to feed & protect him. Over
time, Matsaya grew bigger & bigger, until he was big enough to live in the ocean.
Grateful to Manu, Matsaya warned Many of the large flood, telling him to build a giant
boat & gather a few animals & the 7 Vedic rishis, as well as the Vedas, so that they can
survive the flood. When the Flood finally came, everyone went on the boat, only to See
Matsaya, even bigger now, telling them that he would pull them to safety, so they gave
him a rope that was tied to the boat, with Matsaya pulling them all. When the storm
ended, Matsaya swam away, never to be seen again.

The 2nd Avatar was a giant turtle, Kurma, during Satya Yuga. He became off,
due to The Devas (gods) Arrogance. You see, this story begins when Sage Durvasa,
comes to the god's abode to give a holy garland to Indra, god of lightning, thunder, and
sky. Indra, being arrogant and already busy with something, gave the garland to his
Elephant, Airavata, with Airavata Not liking the smell, threw it to the ground. Sage
Durvasa, feeling mad at this disrespect, Took away Deva’s immortality, with the gods
only being able to get it back by churning the ocean of milk, with the nectar of
Immortality coming out of it. With the Asura’s help, they managed to get it out.

The 3rd Avatar is the boar man, Varaha, during the Satya Yuga. A common story
of this is that the Asura, Hiranyaksha, carried the earth, submerging it into the cosmic
ocean, challenging Vishnu to fight him. If Vishnu wins, the Earth can be carried out.
Vishnu, turns into Varaha, fighting the Demon for Centuries if not millennia. Finally
defeating Hiranyaksha, Varaha Finally carried the earth out using his tusks, successfully
saving the world (again).

The 4th avatar is the Half Lion, half man, Narasimha, being the last avatar during
the Satya Yuga. This story takes place a bit after The events of the 3rd avatar.
Hiranyaksha’s brother, Hiranyakashipu, mad that His brother was defeated, started
praying to lord Brahma, primordial of creation. Brahma then appeared to
Hiranyakashipu, asking him to tell what his boon was.

Hiranyakashipu wanted immortality, but Brahma refused. So, instead,
Hiranyakashipu thought of a clever idea, that neither man nor animal can defeat him, he
can’t die inside or outside a building, daytime or night, on the ground or the sky, or by
any sword or such weapon. With this wish, Hiranyakashipu went on a rampage,
destroying the abode of the gods. But his son, Prahalada, was a huge devotee of
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Vishnu. Not liking that his son is not following in his footsteps, Hiranyakashipu tried
killing him via burning, poison, starvation, weaponry & from a huge fall, with Prahalada,
miraculously surviving each time. At last, getting impatient on a sunset, Hiranyakashipu
asked Prahalada if god was everywhere, with Prahalada, said yes. Hiranyakashipu,
then broke a pillar, saying that if Vishnu didn’t pop out, Prahalada would die. But he
didn’t. Because Vishnu, in the form of a lion-man hybrid, picked up Hiranyakashipu, got
to the courtyard, made him lay on his lap & killed Hiranyakashipu, not with any weapon,
but with his claws. Then he proceeded to go on a rampage, only stopping when
Prahalada begged him to stop.

The 5th incarnation is the Dwarf, Vamana, and is the 1st avatar of the Treta Yuga.
During that time, there was a demon, Mahabali, who was rising in power, which was
feared, due to Indra losing his kingship & immortality. It was up to Vishnu to protect
everyone from Mahabali. So, while there was a sacrifice going on, with Mahabali doing
it, Vishnu turned into a Brahmin dwarf & went to the yagna. Being a Brahmin, Vamana
asked Mahabali to give him all the space he could cover in 3 strides, with Mahabali, not
knowing who he was dealing with, allowed him to. So Vamana grew to a colossal size,
with one stride covering earth, another covering heaven. With his last step, he then put
his head on Mahabali's head, stomping on it so hard that Mahabali died, sinking into the
underworld.

The 6th incarnation is the axe killer sage, Parashurama in the Treta Yuga. When
he was young, he started doing penance to Shiva, primordial of destruction & yoga. In
doing so, he got a flaming legendary Parashu (axe). A little while later, a king known as
Kartavirya Arjuna, and his men appeared in his father’s ashram. The king came, asking
for Kamadhenu, a magical cow that can give infinite food. When the father (Jamadagni)
refused, The king took Kamadhenu by force. Parashurama, pissed that they can’t get
infinite food, went to said king's army, destroyed them & then killed Kartavirya Arjuna.
Kartavirya Arjuna’s kids then became mad, killing Jamadagni. Parashurama, furious
that they killed his father, decided on a wide killing spree, killing all the Kings, to stop
them from abusing their power. Which was good, except he also killed the good kings.
He even met his other reincarnate, Rama.

The 7th incarnation is Rama, being the Last in the Treta Yuga. As we all know,
he was the son of King Dasaratha & Queen Kausalya, as well as the brother of
Laksmana, Bharatha & Shatrugna. He married Sita, daughter of the earth goddess &
stepdaughter of King Janak, at 16 years old, during a competition. Then, 10 years later,
King Dasaratha is about to make Rama king, when Kaikei, Bharatha’s stepmom,
becomes jealous that Bharatha won’t be king. So she forces Dasaratha to make Rama
exiled for 14 years, making Bharatha king. Dasaratha complied, but died shortly after,
with Rama agreeing to the arrangement, because of his honor. Sita & Laksmana follow
him. 13 years later, the demon king Ravana kidnaps Sita, for him to marry, So Rama &
Lakshmana try to get her back. With the help of the Banaras, Rama defeats Ravana,
gets Sita back & becomes king. He also abandons Sita, making her raise their children
in an ashram,
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The 8th incarnation is Krishna, being the 1st in the Dwapara Yuga. Krishna,
unlike the others on this list, doesn’t just solve 1 problem, he solves multiple problems,
as well as being a side character needed in the Mahabharata. He was born as a son to
Yahsoda, defeating his evil uncle at 16 years old, along with other problems.

The 9th incarnation, which is the last one in the Dwapara yuga, is quite tricky to
pinpoint. Some answers say that the answer is Siddartha Gautama, also known as the
Buddha, who gave rise to Buddhism. Other people say it is Lord Jagannath, an
incarnation of Krishna, modeled by the carpenter of the gods, Vishvakarma. Other
people say it is Balaram, Krishna’s older brother.

The 10th incarnation, which will happen in the Kali-yuga (current yuga) Is Kaliki.
Note that | said ‘will happen’. That is because Kaliki did not appear yet. Basically, in all
the yugas, we are living in the worst possible yuga, in which Kaliki will kill any bad
people, starting the cycle again, making it the Satya Yuga.

This all goes to show one thing about the Circle of life, Once one thing dies,
another thing is born, as shown in Bhagavad Gita, when Krishan gives an analogy to
Arjuna, where dying is like someone (the soul) changing out of old clothes (your body
when you die) & goes inside a new one (your soul’s new body). Like that, the
incarnations of Vishnu show how life moves, you are born, and dead, then you come
back in a different situation, like how Vishnu 1st appeared as a Fish but then turned into
a god prince.
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Charudutta Panigrahi

Shivoham, Shivoham — mining inside

Shivoham” means “I| am Shiva”. Shiva means auspicious and benevolent. When you meditate,
the silence builds your bridge with the absolute. It makes us pragmatic because it reminds us of
our oneness with the absolute. That is why we emerge stronger, stress-free after every stint of
meditation.

Shiva is the Yogiraj — the epitome of penance. Only penance can appease him. Meditation
essentially means to remain unoccupied and unattached. Occupation is an escape and
distraction. So, when you are still, the energy moves towards the centre. It settles down towards
there. But when you are unstable, the energy dissipates and moves out.

Doing is a way of spilling out and non-doing is a way of gathering in. So, the engagements or
occupations make you cling outside your being. They are excuses to remain on the fringes,
outside. You would not have the courage to gather yourself. That is why it seems so difficult to
meditate. It seems because we do not make an attempt to face ourselves and our silence. Always
running away makes us resort to an external locus of control.

Shiva meditated, looked inside, sought silence in the mountains, and hence exemplified absolute
control on the absolute. And for Him the absolute was self. Hence, He never sought material
creatures and lived the life of a nomad. He was the richest and why would He look for external
embellishments to put up a good show? He did not ever pay attention to His clothes or riches
because His belief and message was that all these are external. They are cosmetic.

To start an inward journey is often scary because we have made ourselves chaotic and a puddle
of muddy water. When we enter ourselves, we have to cross our own doing and that puts us off.
The self-created ghosts scare us. We need the courage to be oneself, and to move inwards. The
courage to be meditative is the greatest courage, one where you are one — both inside and
outside. This assimilation needs tremendous fluidity.

Another meaning of the word Shiva is acceptance. If you accept there is no blockage. Fluidity
gives us the reach and the independence. You can breathe better if you are fluid and accepting.
You don’t have to create wily ways of carving your own path. In this activity of carving our own
path, we bring in ego to our doing. The momentary achievements in having the paths paved give
the pride of a doer. It destroys the beauty of creation. Everything is given. Why are you so anxious
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to build your own estate? Learn to enjoy. The rage of Shiva is the fire in a sacrificing Yagna. It is
meant to signal the sprouting of ego and hence the need to gut itdown.

Start collecting yourself and drop the frills. They do not belong to you. Are you sure that you
belong to yourself? For a change, be selfish by collecting yourself, your traits, your absorption
with nature, the Supreme. You have come a long way and do not abandon yourself any further.
Yogiraj might be sitting on the rocks, with snakes around him and no riches and jewellery but He
has the ‘entire’ with Him.

This composure inside has opened His third eye — the completeness beyond everything and
nothing. When you meditate and do that consistently you will realise that you develop a strong
intuition. This intuition is a little drop of the third eye or the power of “looking beyond”,
contemplating the unknown. Meditation is just to be, not doing anything —no thought, no emotion,
no action. You just are. There is complete fulfillment or richness in mediation. It comes from
nowhere and it comes from everywhere. Existence is always complete, designed for everyone
and everything and still we feel so deprived, depraved, and disillusioned.

On this Shivratri day, pledge to sit with yourself, gather your energies, listen carefully to what
Shiva has to tell you, and only then you can dance. Tandav is easy provided you know to dance
to the tune of nature. For Shiva is the Supreme nature, the most human of creators, and the
ultimate role model.

Joy is your sanctum sanctorum. Whenever you are happy, you are happy for no reason at all,
whenever you are unhappy, you have some reason to be unhappy. Happiness is the stuff you are
made of. Repeating the “Shivoham Shivoham” mantra and constant inner mining would help you
in your inward journey to freedom.

You are Shiva. But first, centre yourself and know your true worth, not your asset list. Don’t remain
poor, this Shivratri.

(Charudutta Panigrahi is learning to get inside himself, another beautiful creation of the Supreme.
He may be contacted at charu.panigrahi@gmail.com)
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Precious for Life
Chinmayee Devi

Education is the most precious thing in this world. It influences every human being.
Education may be a simple word around the world, but everyone knows this simple
acronym word can change everything. Education enhances our inner strength. It is an
essential requirement for our inner consciousness. Our lifestyle, judgment, social
responsibility, all of these depend on our education and the values we learn from our
education.

Thousands of organizations, schools, colleges, and universities are educating students
worldwide. Every year, millions of students, graduate, but many students are sabotaging
their future, and many scholars are depressed. The whole world is concerned about
education and finding scholars, but we are still reading news about guns, killing,
corruption, war, and many social crimes. Then, how can education cure social crime?
Students should learn how to improve their thinking, cognitive ability, good character, and
competence for social growth.

Nature has taught us many things more than getting a degree. Earth and sky are nurturing
us, the soil is feeding us, and water and fire are essential for our life but we are more
close to artificial world. People can’t see earth’s pain by how they are disturbing nature.
Now a days people connect more with technology which is not bad but not good all the
time. People lose emotion, love, patience. People slowly become solitude.

Gaining knowledge to help society, not only understand math and science but also
understand the earth's nature and its opulence.

Every day nature nurtures us and teaches us some new consciousness. Every season
contrasts with each other and they have different creations, beauty, and unique power,
like every place has unique beauty and charming attraction. Ocean, river, trees, desert,
farming land, mountains, trees, and animals are not competing with each other. All these
have a superpower and they can happily live together, maintain peace and help the earth.
Some people understand that destroying nature means destroying our future, which is
our biggest wealth, but every day we are disturbing and hurting nature. The whole world
is making noise about pollution and leaders discussing global warming yet, pollution is
still rising.
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Earth is our home and If we continue to fight with each other than war continues in our
home causing pollution to go high level. That means nobody understands what is
happening around us, how many people think about their Nobel contribution to earth.
Because Earth is our home. We all need peace. When you feel peace then your brain
starts thinking about welfare for our society. Ultimately a healthy person depends on food,
a good environment, and living in a healthy society. All these are possible when people
wish well for each other and try to do something for global warming. People can do all
these with only their knowledge.

Education eradicates our negativity power not our positivity power. Student getting 100
percentile does not mean a student understands how to survive life, Earning a good salary
also does not decide you get a better life. Some time we see news some wealthy people
killing each other or suicide.

Sometimes homework does not solve the problem of your life. Every year new
medicines, doctors, and new machines are coming to maintain a better life, but at the
same time, we notice new diseases, new challenges, and the big wealth in human life is
deteriorating. That means we need education which helps to solve our problem. Doctors,
professors, and many educated and wealthy people suffer from Anxiety and depression.

The world is running behind in wealth and technology. But no one understands what is
the biggest wealth. Technology does not cure your mental health. We have to grow more
humanity, be kind, help each other, and understand Earth's pain. Students have to
understand that someone can earn thousands, millions, billions, but can’t make a life,
plant, or a planet. It is hard to earn kindness and calmness, The rich and poor, who have
contagious diseases, a hero or an ordinary man. It doesn't matter for the earth. We all
survive the same air quality and same soil, we all are one under the sky on this earth, not
on Mars or a different place in this universe. We have small rooms or bigger mansions.
We all depend on each other. Only our thought processes, our Nobel ideas, our education,
our nature, kindness, and acceptance are different. But Our nest is only on earth. Not out
of the world. We are not destroying any enemy or any neighbor, any country. Only We
are destroying ourselves, destroying our nest earth.

It matters how we apply our education. Education is the mother of every technology,
weapon, and system. We should understand whether our education helps the earth or
destroys the earth. Our education makes money or education makes the power of
humanity. Education is more precious than anything in the world. It matters what we
choose in our life. What is the purpose of our life? How do we want to educate ourselves?
We need an education to understand the sweetness of our earth and that education
makes consciousness with the human brain for a healthy society. We are taking a breath
and our desires are unlimited. Please join hands together to help each other and not hurt
each other save our Earth.

God bless all.
Chinmayee Devi Chicago, USA
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The Sourdough Starter

By: Sushreeya Devi Mishra

Like a sourdough starter, life starts with something small and seemingly
unimportant—a combination of elements that don't seem to have any relationship
or purpose at first. But with time, patience, and attention, they become more than
the sum of their parts. The process of caring for a sourdough starter is a
metaphor for how we develop, change, and discover purpose in the seemingly
routine times of our lives.

When you begin to cultivate a sourdough starter, it's nothing more than flour and
water, mixed in a jar. At first, you're not able to tell the wonderful life that’'s soon
to jump at you, full of all the adventures you'll embark on. While this appears to
be bland, its the beauty of nature. Two simple things, sweet and full of love,
came and created something beautiful.

However, in the same way that a sourdough starter requires consistent feeding
and the right balance of warmth, it is through our experiences—both good and
bad—that we learn. The starter may bubble and expand one day, only to fall flat
the next. It may smell off or seem as though it's on the verge of giving up entirely.
Life, too, often feels like it’'s not progressing as we had hoped. There are days
when everything seems to go wrong, when our efforts feel futile, and when we
wonder if we'll ever rise to the occasion. These moments of struggle are not only
inevitable; they are essential to the process.

The sourdough starter needs time to ferment, and so do we. Time allows the
starter to grow more complex, to develop the wild yeasts and bacteria that give it
its unique flavor. Similarly, time allows us to absorb the experiences, lessons,
and relationships that shape us into the people we are meant to become. The
difficult moments—the ones that test our patience, resilience, and strength—are
often the ones that contribute the most to our depth. Without the challenges, we
would never know the sweet satisfaction of rising above them. Without the
fermentation of life’s complexities, we wouldn’t understand the beauty of
transformation.
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There are moments when the starter seems to be failing, just as there are
moments in life when it feels like we are stuck in a place of despair. The bread
may not rise, the dough may not form, and the starter may become stagnant. It is
in these moments that we are tested the most. The secret, however, is in
persistence. The sourdough starter doesn’t give up—it’s just waiting for the right
conditions, the right care. So we too must continue to nurture ourselves, even
when we feel defeated. We must trust that growth is happening beneath the
surface, even when we can’t see it immediately.

Then, one day, the starter is ready. It bubbles with life, full of potential. It is
transformed into something that can rise and fill the kitchen with warmth and
aroma. Likewise, when we reach the right moments of clarity and self-
understanding, we begin to rise. The struggles we’ve faced and the time we’ve
spent growing and learning all culminate in a version of ourselves that is
stronger, more resilient, and more capable than we ever imagined.

Life, like sourdough, is an ongoing process. There is no fixed moment of
“‘completion,” but rather a constant cycle of growth and renewal. We continue to
ferment, to rise, to fall, and to rise again. Through the patience we’ve developed,
through the care we give ourselves and others, we evolve. The sourdough starter
doesn’t know where it's going, but it trusts in the process. Likewise, we must trust
in our journeys, understanding that every challenge, every moment of doubt, is
simply a part of our unique recipe for growth.

In the end, both sourdough and life are about transformation. What begins as a
simple mixture of ingredients—like the raw potential of a human life—becomes
something much more. It becomes a symbol of patience, persistence, and the
beauty of becoming. And just as we savor the warm, golden loaf of sourdough,
we can savor the person we have become after all the time, care, and effort
we’ve put into our personal growth.

Sushreeya Devi Mishra
Chicago
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Tribute to Fakir Mohan Senapati
By Sambeet Dash, Columbus, GA

If he wasn't born in Odisha on that winter day of January 13, 1843, we Odias would be
possibly reading and speaking Bengali today. Fakir Mohan Senapati, a legend of
Odisha was way ahead of his time. He was a writer, patriot, social reformer and a
shrewd strategist rolled into one, who fought for the survival of Odia language which at
one point of time was on the verge of extinction.

Had he not been there, in all probability Bengali would have taken over Odia as the
medium of teaching in the state where Odia is the mother tongue of the overwhelming
majority. Many eminent, powerful Bengalis at the helm of affairs those days living in
Cuttack led by one Anandilal Mitra made this fallacious proclamation - "ODIA EKTA
SWATANTRA VASA NAYE, "Odia is not an independent language".

Fakir Mohan fought tooth and nail against this wrong notion. He strategized in order to
achieve the goal of saving Odia language from total annihilation. First he started a
printing press in Odia and published several books in his mother tongue. Odia survived
as an language, thanks to his efforts and the likes of Sri Gourishankar Ray and Utkal
Gouraba (The Pride of Odisha) Sri Madhusudan Das and the Das duo of Utkalamani
(Jewel of Odisha) Sri Gopabandhu Das and Pandit Nilakantha Das.

Fakir Mohan's life was a sad saga of personal tragedies and struggle. Born in the district
of Balasore, he lost his parents at an early age. In abject poverty he worked as a laborer
to finance and further his childhood education. A lanky man of small frame he suffered
from multiple ailments. Tragedies struck him one after another as he lost his wife,
remarried and lost his wife again. He went through bouts of alcoholism in order to cover
up his frustrations with life.

He did several odd jobs to make a living - doing business in sea salt, working as an
accountant and being DEWAAN (Prime Minister) of Vassals and Zamindaars
(Landowners). Though never financially secure, it didn't stop him from writing some
brilliant short stories - from serious ones like REBATI where a girl child's education was
blamed for cholera deaths in her family to funny ones like PATENT MEDICINE, the
story of a perpetually drunk man. This play was later immortalized by its musical version
made by the multi-talented Akhshay Mohanty. Personally, | was impressed by his short
story DHULIA BABA (The Sand Shrouded Saint). In that epic story the writer has
exposed the duplicacy of a BHANDA BABA (fake mendicant).



75

Fakir Mohan realized that Odia language can only be taken to the next level by
popularizing and expanding its literature through various publications. His friend
Gourishankar Ray published an Odia magazine named UTKAL DIPIKA (The Lamp of
Odisha) for the first time on August 4, 1866. They left no stones unturned by reporting
the failure of the British administration to prevent and contain the great famine of
1865-66 when millions died from starvation.

Mr. Senapati, irrespective of being weak and having a weakness for alcohol, lived 75
years at a time when average human longevity was less than half of that. He loved
Brandy and had a good number of English friends who supplied him with Foreign
brands

- a luxury those days. On one cold winter evening of 1866, when he was 23 years old,
there was a hot discussion amongst drinking buddies inside the exclusive Station Club
of Cuttack. They were pulling the legs of E. J. Barton, the Assistant Collector of Khurda
who was accused by a local woman of fathering his daughter. It was the outcome of an
affair of an Englishman with a native girl in an age without contraceptives.

The folks believed her, for the newborn baby was looking like an English woman with
her sparkling blue eyes and reddish white skin - a genetic trait nowhere close to the
generally dark complexioned local men. A Khurda man's progeny can't be a blue eyed
boy, an English child. The case was eventually dismissed due to lack of evidence at a
time when DNA tests were strictly fantasy and the British were in power.

This news about the blue eyed girl came like a bolt from the blue on that blue, starry
evening at the Club as gossip filled tongues kept wagging about the spicy incident in the
milieu amongst the bland, mundane life of the government officials. The English ladies
giggled and bitched about the hot news as hot as their piping hot afternoon tea. This
news was picked up by Utkal Dipika and was arguably the first tabloid scoop by an Odia
magazine which certainly helped increase its circulation. Nothing much has changed
150 years down the road. Spicy gossips sell well.

Fakir Mohan was smart and witty. While working as Dewan in Keonjhar he was kept
under house arrest by mutineers. He was closely monitored, not allowed any
communication to the outside world. He wrote a letter to one of his close friends - "Dear
Bholanath Khamaria. Send me 100 betel and 100 betel nuts. Irrigate the sugarcane
fields by watering from the North. Otherwise, you will lose the entire field of crop”.

The letter looked too innocuous to raise any kind of suspicion. His captors duly sent it to
the intended addressee. Needless to say betel was the codename for guns and nuts for
bullets. The instruction was to attack from the north, lest the sugarcane field (the
palace) will be destroyed. The recipient decoded Wily Fakir Mohan's note and soon sent
armed soldiers to rescue him.
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Sad that the name of a statesman of great stature now languishes in the dustbins of
history, restricted only to a Government College in Balasore named after him and few
stamps released on his 175th birth anniversary. Hardly anyone remembers him these
days. My thousands salute and tribute to the man for his service to the state of Odisha.



